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REM ARKS/ ARGUMENTS 



Status of the Claims 

Claims 1 - 75 are currently pending in the above-identified application. Claims 6-12 and 
56-62 have been amended to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
Applicants regard as the invention. 



56-62 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 



i 

i 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 5 1 12 j 

The Examiner has rejected claims 6-12 and 
paragraph, as being indefinite tor failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which Applicants regard as the invention. 

Claims 6-12 and 56-62 have been amended to recite "the oxygenate conversion zone" in 
place of "the oxygenate removal zone." As can be understood from the specification, die terms 
are interchangeable and Applicants have amended jihe claims to particularly point out and 



distinctly claim the subject matter which they regard- 



request withdrawal of this rejection and allowance of the claims 



35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over 



Rejections under 35 U.S.C. S 103 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-75 underj^ 
U.S. Patent No. 6,657,022, which is prior art only under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e). Under MPEP § 
706.02(1)(2), Applicants state that Application l0/7l|<>53 and U.S. Patent No. 6,657,022 were, 
at the time the invention of Application 10/712,953 was made, subject to an obligation of 



as the invention. Applicants respectfully EL 



assignment to ExxonMobil Chemical Patents Inc. j 
removed as a prior art reference under 35 U.S.C. § 1 



Therefore, U.S. Patent No. 6,657,022 is 
03(a), and Applicants respectfully request 



withdrawal of this rejection and allowance of the clairps. 
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CONCLUSION ij 

Applicants respectfully request allowance of the pending claims in light of the above 
amendments and remarks. Applicants invite the Examiner to telephone the undersigned attorney 
if there are any issues outstanding which have not beenjpresented to the Examiner's satisfaction. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees mat are required or 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 05-17 h referencing 2003B1 17 US. 

M 

'i 

Respectfully submitted. 



Date: 

1 Dli^Ma 1 .K^ 





rane L/jKilpatrick-L 
Attorney ! for Applicants 
Registration No. 56,21 1 



Post Office Address (to which correspondence is to bejjsent): 

ExxonMobil Chemical Company ij 

Law Technology jj 

P.O. Box 2149 ij 

Baytown, Texas 77522-2149 ;j 

Telephone No. (281) 834-0304 jj 

Facsimile No. (281) 834-2495 || 
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